


GUIA DE VIAJE

eL RIO DEVA, A cONTRACORRIENTE

TEXTO FOTOS

ESPECTACULARES PAISAJES DE MAR Y MONTANA AGUARDAN AL VIAJERO QUE REMONTA
EL CURSO DEL DEVA ATRAVESANDO LOS MUNICIPIOS DE VAL DE SAN VICENTE Y
PENARRUBIA.

tural entre las comunldades autonomas de Cantabrla y ; [ €

Asturias, forma junto con la ria de Tina Menor —donde  bellas desembocaduras cuya contemplacién ar amane-
vierte el rio Nansa- un entorno de gran atractivo y riqueza  cer o al atardecer es obligada.

natural. En la franja litoral desde Prellezo a Pechon, es Hacia el interior ambas se convierten en ecosistemas
posible admirar un conjunto de paisajes en los que riasy ~ de marisma, de gran riqueza piscicola en especies de
estuarios, playas y acantilados se suceden en armonia. aguas saladas y dulces.
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CORBATAS EN EL EQUIPAJE

| ‘ 1as alla, con Castilla, pero que noso-
‘dejaremos atras, porque estos enclaves merecen

un capitulo aparte.
El desfiladero de La Hermida obliga a ser precavido en
la conduccién mientras se contempla un paisaje sobre-

otros nucleos interesantes como Cicera, con dos moli-
nos bien conservados, o Navedo, donde se aprecia el
tradicional sistema agrario de bancales.

Por dltimo, retomamos la vista sobre el Deva en el cer-
cano mirador de Santa Catalina, que ofrece una de las
panoramicas mas espectaculares de toda Cantabria.

PLAYA DE AMIO (PECHON).
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TORRE DEL PONTON O
DE LINARES

Forma parte de la linea de torres-
cubo que custodiaban los pasos
entre el Deva y el Nansa. De los si-
glos XIV-XV, su situacion permitia a
los sefores de Linares controlar el
transito entre los valles, el desfila-
dero y las tierras de cultivo, siendo
un punto de alto valor estratégico.
De otras dos torres, la de Verdeja y
la de Piedrahita, quedan algunas rui-
nas, también en Linares.

Recientemente restaurada, la torre
recrea la forma de vida en este tipo
de edificaciones a finales del XIV.

Consta de tres pisos y una azotea
almenada desde donde sus morado-
res vigilaban visualmente el entorno.

1 Informacion y visitas:
Abre los fines de semana y du-

TORRE DE ESTRADA

Magnifico conjunto bajomedieval
compuesto por una torre originaria
del Xl y una capilla de cronologia
posterior encerradas en un recinto
amurallado provisto de foso. Estos

elementos convierten a la torre de
Estrada en un enclave unico dentro
de las fortalezas medievales de
Cantabria. Situada en un monti-
culo, en posicion dominante, la

rante los periodos vacacionales,
enhorariode 10al4dh.yl6a
19 h. Para mas informacion lla-
mar al Ayuntamiento de Pefarru-
bia (942 730 964) o a la Torre
de Linares (942 733 554).

torre fue solar de una de las casas
nobiliarias mas antiguas y presti-
giosas de Cantabria, los Estrada.

1 Abierta desde el 1 de julio al 7
de septiembre. Visita gratuita.

1 Horario.
Martes: 10 a 14 h.
De miércoles a domingo: 10 a
14 h.y18a20h.
Cerrado los lunes todo el dia y el
martes por la tarde.
www.bajodeva.es/es/centrosde-
visita/torreestrada.asp.

Urdén. Hacia la mitad del desfiladero de La Hermida se encuentra
Urdon, donde se toma el sendero que conduce a Tresviso. Al principio del
recorrido, uno se topa con la central hidroeléctrica que utiliza
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las aguas del macizo de Andara.




EL RiO DEVA, A CONTRACORRIENTE

BALNEARIO DE

LA HERMIDA

Hoy convertido en un moderno hotel
de cuatro estrellas y complejo ter-
mal, es uno de los clasicos de la re-
gion. Enclavado entre las paredes
del desfiladero de La Hermida, en un
paraje singular y agreste, sus aguas
(que manan a 62°) resultan ser las
segundas mas calientes de Espana

y de gran utilidad terapéutica. Co-
menzaron a explotarse a mediados
del XVIll y cuentan que fue un monje
benedictino lebaniego, encargado
de la farmacia del convento, quien
se apercibio de sus virtudes; y que
las ninfas del Deva y del Cantabrico
eligieron este agua para mantener
intacta su lozania.

1 www.balneariolahermida.com

LECTURAS:

- Costas y montanas: diario de un caminante, Amés de Escalante, 1871.

- Cuarenta leguas por Cantabria, Benito Pérez Galdés, 1876.

DESFILADERO DE

LA HERMIDA

“Enormes piedras altas, flacas,
puntiagudas, escuetas, huranas,
nos salen al paso, mejor dicho, nos
lo cierran. Vemos frente a nosotros
una horrible boca, una grieta, cuya
profundidad se ignora. Vacilamos
un instante; pero viendo que el ca-
mino entra, entramos también, lle-
nos de asombro los 0jos y con algo
de miedo en el corazén. Durante
largo rato los tres viajeros nos mi-
ramos en silencio”.

Asi describia en 1876 Benito Pérez
Galdos su llegada al desfiladero de
La Hermida en compania de su
buen amigo José Maria de Pereda.
Los anos transcurridos y los cam-
bios habidos no merman en abso-
luto la sensacion que transmite al
viajero contemporaneo la colosal
garganta labrada por el rio Deva.
En sus cerca de 20 kilometros, el rio
ha aprovechado la debilidad de la
roca adaptando su trazado y dando
lugar a tortuosos cambios de rumbo
y a tramos con una profundidad de
hasta 600 metros. La propia carre-
tera, construida a mediados del siglo
XIX, es también una obra de ingenie-
ria que despierta admiracion.
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RIAS DE TINAMAYOR Y
TINAMENOR

Desembocadura del rio Deva,
siendo también el limite administra-
tivo entre Cantabria y Asturias.
Este estuario halla su salida al mar
entre las accidentadas laderas de
las sierras planas, lo cual le con-
fiere una agreste belleza. Sus ca-
racteristicas son muy similares a
las de la cercana Tinamenor. El rio
Deva hasta llegar a su desemboca-
dura en el mar Cantabrico recorre
62 kilometros drenando y aumen-
tando su caudal en el propio valle

Fachada y lefera. En el pueblo de Roza (Penarrubia), se conser-

van algunos ejemplares de casas tradicionales en muy buen estado.

MIRADOR DE SANTA
CATALINA

Situado a 750 m. de altitud, este
mirador proporciona una de las
imagenes mas espectaculares del
desfiladero de La Hermida y proba-
blemente de toda Cantabria.

Ademas de la garganta, puede con-
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templarse buena parte de Liébana
y alguno de los macizos orientales
de los Picos de Europa. Este mag-
nifico balcon natural ha servido a
los pobladores de Pefarrubia para
vigilar y dominar su territorio y hoy
permite observar el vuelo de bui-
tres leonados, aguilas reales, ali-
moches y quebrantahuesos. En sus

e

del Deva, Urddn, Duje y Cares con
todos sus afluentes a cuestas. En
total, llegan al estuario de Tina
Mayor todas las aguas proceden-
tes de los macizos oriental, central
y parte del occidental de los Picos
de Europa.

inmediaciones, la Bolera de los
Moros, fortaleza medieval de la que
aun quedan algunos restos y que
debia controlar el acceso hacia Pe-
farrubia desde el desfiladero de La
Hermida.
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'ENSENADA DE BERELLfN_.
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LA OTRA ORILLA

El rio Deva sirve de frontera natural
entre Asturias y Cantabria y co-
necta dos municipios que tienen en
comun mucho mas que kilémetros
de ribera: Rivadeva, en la orilla oc-
cidental, y Val de San Vicente, al
Este, que comparten historia, cos-
tumbres y paisaje.

Ambos municipios se han unido
para la promocion de sus recursos
turisticos en la denominada Manco-
munidad del Bajo Deva. Si cruza-
mos el rio para acercarnos a la otra

orilla, el territorio asturiano nos
ofrece ejemplos de la hermosa hue-
lla indiana en el Archivo de Indianos
y el Museo de la Emigracién (Co-
lombres) o del pasado prehistérico
en la cueva de El Pindal —declarada
Patrimonio de la Humanidad por la
UNESCO-y en el centro de interpre-
tacién de San Emeterio (Pimiango).

1 Mas informacion:
www.bajodeva.es

Rio Deva. El atractivo del recorrido proviene de las formas
sinuosas labradas por las aguas del Deva.

COMO LLEGAR

En coche, desde Santander, tomar la A-
67 y desviarse hacia Cabezon de la Sal-
Oviedo (salida 230). Continuar por
A-8/N-634/E-70 durante unos 40 kildme-
tros hasta Unquera (salida 272) y coger la
N-621 en direccion a Potes.

INFORMACION GENERAL
ALOJAMIENTOS, RESTAURACION

1 Turismo de Cantabria
www.turismodecantabria.com
Tel. 901 111 112

1 Ayuntamiento de Val de San Vicente
www.aytovaldesanvicente.com

1 Oficina de Turismo de Val de San Vi-
cente. Autovia A-8, salida Unquera.
Tel. 942 719 680

1 Mancomunidad del Bajo Deva
www.bajodeva.es

1 Asociacion de Hosteleria de Cantabria
www.aehcantabria.com
Tel. 942 591 999

1 Asociacion de Campings de Cantabria
www.campingsdecantabria.com
Tel. 942 367 030

1 Asociacién de Agencias de Viajes de
Cantabria: Tel. 942 319 063

1 Asociacién de Turismo Rural de
Cantabria: Tel. 942 217 000
www.turismoruralcantabria.com
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THE RIVER DEVA, AGAINST THE FLOW

SPECTACULAR LANDSCAPES OF SEA AND MOUNTAIN AWAIT THE TRAVELLER WHO TRAVELS UP THE RIVER DEVA,
PASSING THOUGH THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VAL DE SAN VICENTE AND PENARRUBIA.

rom emerald green to crystalline

blue. From pools to rapids. Golden
beaches and steep mountains. Precipi-
tous cliffs and narrow gorges. Following
the course of the Deva, one of
Cantabria’s main rivers, is a chance to ad-
mire spectacular accidents of nature that
will take your breath away.

Its generous estuary, Tina Mayor, is a
natural border between the autonomous
regions of Cantabria and Asturias, and to-
gether with the Tina Menor ria (a long,
narrow, tidal inlet that the River Nansa
flows into), it forms a setting of great
beauty and natural diversity. Along the
coastline from Prellezo to Pechdn, a set
of landscapes can be admired in which
rias and estuaries, beaches and cliffs fol-
low each other in harmony.

We recommend a visit to the Prellezo
escarpments, in Val de San Vicente,
karstic in formation and peppered with in-
lets. The beaches can be reached on
foot, including the outstanding beach lo-
cated in the Berellin cove, which is tiny
but has immaculate turquoise waters and
is extraordinarily tranquil.

Heading towards the western bank of
the Tina Menor ria (by returning to the N-
634 road), the road what takes us to
Pechon (the CA-380) travels along the
two river mouths which simply must be
seen at dawn or dusk.

Heading inland, both become marsh-
land ecosystems, with an abundance of
fish of both salt and freshwater species.

The lively town of Unquera is also an
unmissable port of call as the crossroads
and economic hub of the area, home to
the famous corbata pastries, before
heading down the Deva ravine.

For those with an inclination for sport
and nature, Unquera also offers a wide
range of active tourism companies,
mainly for doing canoeing.

Indeed, this river is the venue for the
popular Deva International Descent ca-
noeing event, held between Panes (As-
turias) and Unquera on the last Sunday of
August.

CORBATAS IN OUR BAGS

THE PONTON OR LINARES TOWER

With our corbatas in our bags we take
the N-621 towards Potes in order to fol-
low the course of the river. Soon we will
leave Cantabria and travel for a few kilo-
metres in Asturias, whose municipalities
of Ribadeva and Pefiamellera Baja share
the waters of the Deva.

This is a route that links the seashore
to the Picos de Europa mountain range,
to Liébana and beyond, to Castilla, but
we will leave it behind, because these are
places that deserve their own chapter.

The La Hermida ravine obliges us to
drive with caution while admiring a strik-
ing landscape of extremely steep rocky
faces. Having crossed the ravine we can
stop in Urddn to see the hydroelectric
plant, located at the beginning of the leg-
endary ascent to Tresviso, a route fre-
quented by mountaineers who climb to a
height of 900 metres in three kilometres
along a rugged and narrow path.

Our next stop is at La Hermida, in the
municipality of Pefiarrubia, where thermal
waters rise where the gorge widens. It is
a resting place for travellers, with several
welcoming establishments where visitors
can stop off and recover their strength.

From the La Hermida village a winding
road (the CA-282) heads towards Puente-
nansa. We leave the Deva, which contin-
ues its course towards the glaciers of the
Picos de Europa, where it rises, and to-
wards Liébana, an area whose attractions
we will leave for another occasion.

We stop off in Linares to visit the Pon-
ton tower, of the Late Middle Ages, and
the ruins of two other fortifications, all ex-
cellent vantage points. Near Linares,
there are other interesting places such as
Cicera, with two well-preserved mills, or
Navedo, where the traditional agricultural
system using terraces can be seen.

Lastly, we return to the view over the
Deva from the nearby Santa Catalina
viewpoint, which offers one of the most
spectacular  panoramic  views in
Cantabria.

Part of a line of turrettowers which
guarded the routes between the Deva and
the Nansa. Of the 14th and 15th Cen-
turies, its location allowed the nobles of
Linares to control movement between the
valleys, the ravine and the farmland, from
a position of high strategic value. Some
ruins remain of two other towers, Verdeja
and Piedrahita, also located in Linares.

Having recently been restored, the
tower recreates the way of life of these
kinds of buildings in the late 14th Century.
It has three floors and a crenellated ter-
race roof from which its inhabitants kept
watch visually over the surrounding area.

Information and visits:

I Open on weekends and during holiday
periods, from 10 am to 2 pm and
from 4 to 7 pm. For more information
call Penarrubia Municipal Council
(942 730 964) or the Linares Tower
(942 733 554).

ESTRADA TOWER

A magnificent Late Medieval site made
up of a tower originally built in the 12th
Century and a chapel built later, inside a
walled enclosure surrounded by a moat.
These elements make the Estrada tower
unique among the medieval fortresses of
Cantabria. Located on a hillock, in a dom-
inating position, the tower was the ances-
tral home of one of the oldest and most
prestigious noble families of Cantabria,
the Estradas.

I Open from July 1 to September 7.
Free entry.

Opening hours:

Tuesday: 10 am to 2 pm.

From Wednesday to Sunday: 10 am
to 2 pmand 6 to 8 pm.

Closed all day Monday and Tuesday
afternoon.
www.bajodeva.es/es/centrosde-
visita/torreestrada.asp
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LA HERMIDA SPA

Now made into a modern four-star hotel
and thermal complex, the La Hermida Spa
is a classic in the region. Nestling between
the faces of the La Hermida ravine, in a
unique and rugged setting, its waters
(which flow at 62 °C) are the second
hottest in Spain and of great therapeutic
value; they started to be used in the mid
18th Century. It is said that a Benedictine
monk of Liébana, responsible for the
monastery’s pharmacy, noticed the
water’s virtues, and that the nymphs of the
Deva and the Bay of Biscay chose this
water to help them stay healthy.

I www.balneariolahermida.com

LA HERMIDA RAVINE

“Enormous, high, thin, pointed, suc-
cinct and timid rocks confront us or,
rather, block our way. We see a horrible
mouth in front of us, a crevice, whose
depth is unknown. We hesitate for a mo-
ment, but seeing that the path enters it,
we enter as well, with our eyes full of
wonder and a touch of fear in our hearts.
For a long while we three travellers
looked at each other in silence”.

This is how Banito Pérez Galdés de-
scribed his arrival at the La Hermida
ravine in 1876, in the company of his
good friend José Maria de Pereda.

The years that have gone by and the
changes that have taken place have in no
way diminished the feeling transmitted to
the modern traveller by the colossal
gorge carved out by the River Deva.

Along its almost 20 kilometres, the
river has taken advantage of the weak-
ness of the rock to alter its course and
create tortuous changes of direction and
sections with depths of up to 600 me-
tres. The road, built in the mid 19th Cen-
tury, is also a work of engineering that
arouses great admiration.

THE OTHER SIDE

The River Deva acts as a natural
boundary  between Asturias and
Cantabria and connects two municipali-
ties which have much more in common
than just a few kilometres of riverbank:
Rivadeca, on the west bank, and Val de
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Villa Mercedes.
Recientemente rehabilitada como
casa de cultura municipal, Villa
Mercedes, en Unquera, es un buen
ejemplo de la arquitectura indiana
que abunda en la zona.

San Vicente, on the east bank, which
share history, customs and scenery.

The two municipalities have joined
forces to promote their tourism re-
sources in the form of the Mancomunidad
del Bajo Deva. If we cross the river, As-
turias offers us some examples of the
beautiful legacy left by the Spaniards who
made their fortunes in the Americas, in
the Indianos Archive and the Museum of
Emigration (Colombres), or of the prehis-
toric past in the El Pindal cave (given the
status of World Heritage Site by UN-
ESCO) and the San Emeterio Interpreta-
tion Centre (Pimiango).

B www.bajodeva.es

THE SANTA CATALINA VIEWPOINT

Located at 750 metres above sea
level, this viewpoint offers one the most
spectacular views of the La Hermida
ravine and probably one of the best in
Cantabria. In addition to the gorge, much
of Liébana can be seen, as well as some
of the western massifs of the Picos de
Europa.

This magnificent natural balcony was
used by the people of Pefarrubia to
watch over and control their territory and
it now allows visitors to spot Griffon Vul-

tures, Golden Eagles, Egyptian Vultures
and Bearded Vultures in full flight. Nearby,
the Bolera de los Moros is a medieval
fortress, of which some ruins still remain,
that controlled movement towards Pefar-
rubia from the La Hermida ravine.

THE TINAMAYOR AND
TINAMENOR RIAS

The mouth of the River Deva and also
the administrative boundary between
Cantabria and Asturias. This estuary finds
its way to the sea between the rough
slopes of the flat sierras, lending it a
rugged beauty. Its features are very sim-
ilar to the nearby Tinamenor. The River
Deva, before reaching its mouth on the
Bay of Biscay, covers 62 kilometres,
draining and increasing its flow in the
Deva Valley, Urddn, Duje and Cares, with
its tributaries on its shoulders. All of the
water coming from the eastern and cen-
tral massifs and part of the western mas-
sifs of the Picos de Europa reaches the
estuary.

Villa Mercedes. Recently restored
as a municipal cultural centre, Villa Mer-
cedes, in Unquera, is a good example of
the architecture of Spaniards who made
their fortune in the Americas and returned
to Spain, which is abundant in the area.

Urdén. Urdon is located about half-
way along the La Hermida ravine, where
the path turns off towards Tresviso. At
the beginning of the route, we shall find a
hydroelectric power station driven by the
waters from the Andara Massif.

Facade and woodshed. The town
of Roza (Penarrubia) still preserves some
excellent examples of traditional architec-
ture.

The Deva River. The charm of the
route comes from the serpentine shapes
carved by the waters of the Deva.



